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What Jamie Saw
Carolyn Coman, 1995

When jamie saw him throw the baby saw Van throw the
little baby saw Van throw his little sister Nin when Jamie
saw Van throw his baby sister Nin then they moved that
very night or was it early morning some time of day or
night that felt like it had no hour at all Jamie and his
mother and Nin left the house where they’d been living
with Van Van’s house and they drove to Earl's apartment
above Daggert’s Sand ‘n Gravel in Stark New Hampshire
and from there they went on to the trailer.
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CONVENTIONS

An/v aclivily Haf allows stodents fo praciice . ..
Identifying reasons for editing
understanding the difference between revision and editing
keeping editing in proportion - ideas come first
learning & using editing symbols
thinking like an editor

developing a proofreader’s eye
letting students be their own editors

1. Error Hunt

Ask students to find errors in published works, This helps build a proofreader’'s eye,
which every good editor needs. Besides, students love finding things that other
people (who are supposed to know better) still overlook. It helps reinforce the idea
that while we edit to make the text as flawless as possible, there are many different
interpretations of what precision in editing looks like. And sometimes, even editors

miss big glaring errors.

2. Publishing House

Let pairs or groups of students take turns having editing responsibility for published
work from within the classroom They will work with the author(s) in doing the final
editing. Parent volunteers can be helpful in this process, too. Another possibility is
to have older students work with younger students. Older students (even a year or
two) can be a big help to younger writers as they learn to edit and polish their final
copy. Be sure 1o let the computer be a part of this process. Publishing is much

simpler with computers,

@Nort‘nwest Regional Educational Laboratory



3. Changing One Verb

Write a sentence with one bland verb: e.g. Paul WALKED down the road. Let
students play with changing this verb to alter the meaning of the sentence
(staggered, stumbled, fled, raced, etc.). Now write more to develop the story and
make it a game of it to see how many different active verbs can be used. The first
person to fall in "passive verb land" is out. This works well for bringing home the
power of verbs—it supports teaching word choice and fluency, too!

4. Software

Just because software is available for the computer doesn't mean it will help
students understand how to use conventions well in their writing. Explore all the spell
checker options, the thesaurus, the grammar checker, and other programs available
on your system. Teach them how to use the features that help them the most and to
ignore the others. Just for fun sometime, put in a paregraph of the science or social
studies text and let the grammar checker do its thing. See if there are any

surprises.

©Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory



EDITOR'S MARKS

. g
Deiete the material. There ara.si{;i_x traits.
Spell it out, I LOVE the{6Araits:
SP .
Close the gap. Organi ‘zaﬁ?;n is critical.

Delete material & close
the gap.’

Mem Fo]éx has a w/ér'y sense of
humor. et

Return to the original.

Never ?_\Lé'r/send me a Ieﬁer that
lacks voice.

Insert a letter, word, or
phrase.

Mem Fox hagjvoice. -

Change a letter or letters.

o powerful, or: inal

She's a s[Ack writer.

Make a space,

e
The lead musibe a grabber.

Transpose letters or
words,

Gary Paulsen says, "Read like a

wolf e

Insert a comma,

Write wﬁh voice, spm%defm!
and editorial precision.

Add a period,

Write what you 'thmlO

Insert a semicolon

Good conventions won't buoy up
muddled ideas/\Good conventions
wor't rescue voiceless clap trap,

N N (G SN AN N S %@Q\"Q\T

Insert a colon,

Use these marks of punctuction
sparingly/|parentheses, '
exclamation points and colons.

©Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory




Insert an em dash (like two
hyphens).

Terry KayAwhat a fine writer.
)

Add a question mark.

Who stole my scoring gquide\

Insert an apostrephe.

Garrison Keillond essay on letter
writing inspired me,

Insert a hyphen,

NoVe!isb/poeT Maya Angelou can
rock a room with her verbal
rhythm.

Change lower case to capital.

_Boald dahl never shrinks from
- F&Gli‘i’y—*ﬂ\(&ﬂ if it's ugly.

Change capital to lower case,

The Yruth lies in the Petails.

Start a new paragraph.

"What can one exclamation point
tell us?" queried Wufson.ﬁ "You'd
be surprised,” retorted Sherlock.

Run lines together,
No new paragraph,

Lonesome Dove is a long bogb

f course, Moby Dickis long,

too—but not everyone fmzshes
Moby Dick.

Add guetation marks.

N/T try to !eave out the parts that

people skiﬂ/ said novelist-
screenwriter Elmore Leonard.

Fal Italicize. Beach Mus/cleft me breathless.
!

Align. My favorite books are these:

/ onesome Dove
/ razy fn Alabama
Fried éreen Tomaioes
Beach Music
Center |7 The Origin of Six-Trait

Assessment{~

A\\ ©Northwest Regional Ed{:cational Laboratory




Edit for
punctuation & capitals

The earth has; lots of meaning, to me.
1 like it, because it is where I live |
there are beautiful things in the world
like trees flowers and rocks? .But the
best things on the earth are my
relatives my relatives are very nice.
They will do anything for you and i

am glad they are here

(12 errors)

Developed by Vicki Spandel, NWREL, 1997, / (



CONVENTIONS

Mr. Entwhistle was our substitute teacher he had big
shoulders and a mean mouth he knew before he'd laid eyes on
us that we were out to make trouble and he knew how to
handle teenagers step on them hard right from the start and
you'd have no discipline proble.rns. he'd show ﬁs who was boss
the first time one of us stepped out of line looking back I can
see that was how it started but at the time I had not gotten
around to noticing him éxcepf to see that he was young that's
a hice change I thought and went back to attempting to show
Sandra Mayhew where she'd fouled up in the math hom'.ev\ic.:rk
Mr. Entwhistle had started writing our names in on a seating
plan he knew all the tricks he wasn't going to put up with

desk jumpers what's your name he asked sharply -

Directions: Put in ALL necessary punctuation and
show where paragraphs should begin.




Printer Friendly

:.E::_:.: .E:_._ :- -
A W&MMMW . Assessment
A Reason to Love

Submitted by NWREL Staff
Traits: Conventions ,
Grade Level:Middle School {6-8), High School (9-12)
Time: 15 minutes

Supplies:

o Writing materials -

Lesson Description:

A reason to love . (To be used as culminating activity after focusing on a pafticu!ar
punctuation mark, part of speech, etc.) .

1. To allow students to show their understanding and thoughts and feelings about a specific
tanguage convention, have them use the following sentence starter format:

a. A reason to love

b. A reason to hate

c. Three ways to correctly use

d. An exampie of abuse is

e A_ isr like a
Example: Convention—commas

a. Commas can save your. life while reading, because they give you a chance to breathe.
b. The only reason to hate commas is because | never know when and where to put them.
c. August 25, 1997

d. | love apples, oranges, and grape popsicles.

e. My sister, Laurie, is a real pain in the neck.

f. I, speed walked down, the aisle, with my candlestick.

g. A comma is like an oasis, because it gives me a place to rest before going on.

/3.
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6+1 Traits of Writing

Suggested steps on how to introduce

and teach the individual traits.
By Jim Blasingame

1. Start class with a warm up that introduces the concept.
Think of this as an anticipatory set, an attention grabber that engages the students without
even telling them yet the trait or trait focus.

2. Tliustrate it Through interesting literature or other age-appropriate written
product.

3. Do hands-on activities to help students understand what it is and how to

improve it in their own writing.
This is guided practice: an exercise that specifically breaks the trait down into its components
and shows them how to manipulate these components.

| 4. Guide them through the analysis of anonymous sample papers.
5. Follow with a writing assignment that facilitates that trait.
6. Use the 6-trait rubric to provide useful feedback.

7. Guide students through revising their papers based on that feedback.

8. Use a pre-identified rubric fo assign a grade to the paper.
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First 100 Words
the of and a o in " ig
you that it be for was on
are as with his they ar be F
thix from I bave or by one
had not but what all where when
we there can an your their waid
if do will each about how up
out them then she - mEny some 30
these would  other into has more her
two like hirn sec oo could no
make than first been it who now
people  my made over did down only
way find use may after long Lintie
very after waords called Just whete  Imost
know which
Second 100 Words
gt through back much 3] good new

. wrte our me man  too any day
szme night look think also mound  mpother -
came ome work three must because  does
part even place well such hexe take
why belp put different  awsy BgEn off
went oid oumber  great ted} men say

" smal] every found sall between nEme should
hiome big give mr line set awa
under read last pever ue left end
along while might Dext soumd below szw
something thought both few those alwayy  show
arge often together  asked house don't world

going want school important wntl — form food

keep children

Third 100 Words

feet land side withaxt boy once animals
life cnough ok four bead asbove  kind
began  almom  live page got earth need
far hand high year mother  light counry
father let mght  picture  being stdy second
soon nory since white ever pepex bard

/9.



RS AR VR

sentepce berter

pear
Jowever sure knew
un thing whole
change  apswer room
learn potat ary
usually  money seen
body upon Tamuly
door cut ~done
fish plants

Fourth 100 Words
living black eat
gave order open
remernber tree course
ago sad eardy
nothing though idea
become  grow draw
cannot leger among
English  rest perhaps
ready green yes
town complete oh
stale List stood
kept moticc  cam't
horse matter  stand
piece surface  river
whether fine

Fifth 100 Words
round dark * past
instead  either - heid
summer understandmoon
problen  longer  winter
beautiful everyone leave
watch shall dry
themselvesbegin fact
although sat possible
rain suddealy leaves
weather  misy panam
center  field sty
least tny howr
clse goid build
bottom  walk check
language job

best 2CTOSS during
it's Uy told
hear example heard
sea agmast  top
play toward  five
didn't cxr moraing
later turn move
group true baif
United
short States run
gound  cold reaily
front American space
I fearned  brought
before  lived became
yet leas wind
able dog shown
coruaain $iX feel
built special mm
persem bot anything
bundred tem fast
sorong voice probably
box st that’s
comymon - Mop am
badl girl road
already w=xm gone
smimal  mind outside
deep  beavy  carcfully
everything game system
within  floor ice
third quite carry
beart teal simpie
casy lay size
sky weked  mmin
itself boat question
happened foot crre
glass rock taH
fall ‘poor map

loday
young
severzl
twrped
himseif

'm

book
table
iosids
close
add
behind

oean

felt

class

blue
finally
m"ﬂ!’
follow
bring

distamce
mow

somoone
wide
low
alcne

fricod
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Editing vs Revision...

Editing Revision

ords

ot W
Corpecy Capita; aiffere
1zat;

° etails

p””CfUa‘rion Add specific d

speliing Di ffer'gn’. leq d

r
gro™™

Revision vs Editing...

Revision Ideas and Content
Organization
Voice

Word Choice
Sentence Fluency
Presentation
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In my house we clean old time in m-y mother do her things in my
father gou on her work in my brother in her school my sisters in
me too. After that my brother me my sisters toon in my father
with my mother then my brother take to my mother Im so hun
gry. Then my mother go in the kitchen in she do a sanwich. After
that my friends in her father in mother come then my mother do
mor sanwich for my friends in her father in mother. After that
we eatting a popcorn in see TV with my friends in her father in
mother than my father laugh that was so funny. Then we go to
the park me my sisters in my friends play a game my brother play
basketball with my father in my aunt too my mother with her
mother of my friends then we go to the rastaurant to eat with my
friends in her father in mother. After that we go to my home in
my friends go on her house with her father in mother. Then Im
go to sleep then it was morning. The Im go to school inI see my
friends her name is Nidya that was fun on that day in I was so

happy. Because my friends come tht's the story with my friends.

Grade 5

A9 .



Paper 12
Grade 11

My Youth Convinced Me

My youth convinced my conscience that society was the demonic creature which fed upon the
freedom and imagination of the individual. Caged like a laboratory rat, I was determined to
escape from the descent of the menacing, dark hand of civilization which sent a growing
shadow across my thought. Consequences no longer affected my decisions as I felt my body
and mind melt into a form comparable to that of the starved madness of a lone, distrusted

wolf,

The candle ultimately destroyed the fire which had been tearing at its waxy flesh. The
melted tower sighed as I experienced the birth of a new darkness. I kneeled next to my
window which was holding of f the loud offensive of that night's rain. Twisted scenes of
hideous, soulless creatures on the backs of fleshless horses flooded my mind. My senses
were engulfed in their heavy breath and malodorous vapors. The somber window which sat in
front of me had become a movie screen. My sweating eyes closed suddenly as if fleeing in
despair from the horrible trickery which my mind was conjuring upon their surfaces. The
sticky sweat and tears of those galloping creatures collided with my reddened face. My
garments grew heavy as I began to sink into their pain.

My eyes reopened and reality grew closer with each drop of rain that tickled my cheeks,
The yard, the house, the barren tree were all there. I had apparently opened my window and
wandered like a blind man onto the edge of a forrest which bordered my drenched yard.

The emensce trees stood together, a'black barrier of a foreign land. I penetrated their
furry outstretched arms end entered a dark and ominous world, The rain no longer
bombarded my face with a ferocious vigor but gently crept onto the fabrics of my clothes
and the strands of my hair. I stumbled forward, changing my path only for those stubborn
trees who refused to move at my command. My physical senses grew tired and left my
conscience with a deafening shriek. I fell onto my aching back and laughed at the
omnipotence of the fowering beasts which surrounded me.

Lying motionless with my eyes keenly observing, I discovered that the tree branches over me
came together to form o crusifix. I realized then that the crusifix had been there for ages.
It was hidden for those who happened to stray upon its magnificient image. The strange
smile which had formed upon my face was testament fo my content. I understood the
beauty of the sky, the glowing moon, and the ow! who sang a cry of loneliness. I rested my
eyes and listened to the trees drip like hung out laundry.
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Getting inside Student Writing

SAMPLE PAPERS FOR PRACTICE SCORING

PAPER 12. "SOME CARTOONS ARE VIOLENT!”

Grade 3, Persuasive

Sorne cartoons dre violent. And sometimes ther not! Some ar just funny
like Tinny Tunes but some aren't. Take loony Tunes wich is violent but ther not
all violent. They could be both. T wach cartoons a lot and some are violent.
Thers boms that get thrown down in som cartoons. and blows them up. But
me I like cartoons some of the time. never will T stop waching but well more
are violent than the loony toons. but if T were to mak a cartoon myself T would
have well mabe just | maine violent thing and then just keep the rest runny
OK?
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Runaway Ralph

The object that means the most to me is a book called Runaway Ralph.
I picked this object because it's a very neat book and I read it a lot. I also
really liked it.

I think it's a really neat book because I think it's a whole lot of fun to
read. It hasareal nice and colorful cover that really appeals to me.
Runaway Ralph is all about a little mouse and his motorcycle that runaway
together. Since this book has a mouse in it, and I really like mice, especially
little white ones. I thought it was a really great book. The book was also
good because of the number of pages. It wasn't to long and it wasn't to

short of a book.
I read this really great bcok a lot because it's not only exciting but

interesting. Runaway Ralph was the first book that I ever red, liked, and not
only exciting but interesting too. This book is all the things listed above and
more, like fun to read I thought with all the excitement and interesting
parts in the book that it was fun to read. It was also a very good book.

With all that stuff goinc on it's hard to say that it's a bad book. Therefore,
in general, it's a very good book. I also read it a lot because I get it for my
8™ birthday.

I re liked it too. It's the best book I have ever read. The book was
not too hard to read yet it wasn't too easy to read either, Reading this book
really improves my reading skills.

In conclusion T think this publication is a very good learning book it's
also a very fun book to read.

Grude 8
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Conventions

The first editor of any piece is always the writer . . .

—Nancie Atwell
In the Middle

EDITING. Conventions are the rules of language ~~ Spelling,
Punctuation, Grammar/Usage, Paragraphing, and Capitalization ~~
that make your text correct and easy for others to read. When you follow the
rules, readers don't need to waste energy mentally editing; they can pay
attention to your clever ideas, creative organization, unique voice, vibrant
word choice, and lyrical fluency.

Conventions are different from the first five traits (Ideas, Organization,
Voice, Word Choice, and Sentence Fluency) because to improve those traits
you have been learning how to revise—how to rethink and re-see your work.
Editing is fixing ~~ making sure the text is as error-free as possible.
The purpose is to make your paper readable to someone else. Sometimes
mistakes In conventions get in the way and keep the reader from
understanding your message. They also irritate some readers—something no
writer sets out to do deliberately!

Editing is easy. All you have to do is cross out the wrong words.
~Mark Twain

Develop a proofreader's eye. Check everything. Then check it again. It's
often hard to spot your own mistakes. Try reading aloud; it makes you slow
down. You may also find it helpful to have someone else look at your work.
Editing is a skill in itself—quite a bit different from writing. To be a good
editor you must practice. Teach yourself to read slowly, and with care. Be
honest; dare to see what is.

One of the hardest tasks of the writer is to read what is on the page, not what
the writer hoped would be on the page.

—Donald Murray
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