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WORD WHEEL




Word Choice Activities

Word Wheels
In a hub of a cardboard wheel, write a word which is over-used in children’s writing

(pretty, said, ate, went, etc.) Ask kids to fill the spokes of the wheel with alternate ways
of saying the word. THEN.. .keep the wheels in sight as helpers for writers in need of
ideas. Post them on a wall or tack them flat on the ceiling and you’il have a permanent

thesaurus-at-a-glance all year long.

Marjorie Frank, If You're Trying to Teach Kids to Write, You’ve Gotta Have This Book

Forbidden Words

Together with students, brainstorm a list of “forbidden” words. Resolve not to use these
words in writing or speaking. You may wish to write an obituary, list the words and
actually “bury” them in a shoebox or with some other ceremony, banish them from your
literary lives. Establish a review commitiee of students who could grant a special
exemption to a student who needs to use one of the forbidden words with a clearly

written or presented justification.

Appeal to the Senses
Choose a word

Brainstorm words about it using the five senses: taste, smell, touch, sight, hearing

Mouthwatering Menus

Juicy chicken drummettes

Spicy pepper sauce

Thick and juicy this T-bone cut pork chop is grilled and glazed with smoked apple butter
Freshest Canadian Atlantic salmon, it’s pan seared and sauced with a classic lemon dill

buerre blanc

Look through the menus for more examples of powerful and descriptive word choices.

Then create your own menu for a romantic Valentine’s dinner.
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Be sure to think about appealing to all five senses with your word choice.

Tooth and Nail: A Novel Approach to the New SAT by Charles Harrington Elster and

Joseph Elliot
A mystery novel, SAT-style exercises and glossary.

Coldwater Creek and other catalogs

Provide examples of interesting and amusing word choice from various catalogs

Essay or Story Using Only One-Syllable Words
Write a paragraph, story or essay using only words of one syllable.

Did you know...The 50 most common words in written English are each made of a single

syllable.

Make friends with verbs. Is your paper stuffed with weak “to be” verbs: is, are was,
were? These are good, useful words if they’re not overused, but they cannot carry big

ideas. You can’t support an elephant (BIG idea) on a step-ladder (tiny verb).

Paint a picture. Ask yourself if you can paint a picture with the words that you have
chosen. If the answer is no, you need to edit. Substitute fresh and original words for

over-used words to create a clearer picture.



